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From the Principal’s Desk

It is with great pride and joy that I present the latest edition of Anirban, the annual
magazine of Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya. More than just a collection of creative
and scholarly works, this magazine is a celebration of the vibrant spirit that

defines our campus community.

Each year, Anirban serves as a cherished platform where thoughts, dreams, and
voices converge—reflecting the essence of our college and its people. It is truly
heartening to witness the talent, dedication, and originality our students and
faculty bring forth through their poems, articles, artwork, and reflections. These
contributions are far more than words on paper—they are glimpses into
thoughtful minds, empathetic hearts, and hopeful visions for the future. Our
institution strives not only for academic excellence but also for the nurturing of
creativity, values, and character. It is encouraging to see how this magazine
continues to uphold and promote that mission by inspiring students to think

critically, feel deeply, and express themselves openly.

I am also pleased to share several significant milestones our college has achieved
this year. Firstly, we have successfully filled all sanctioned teaching and non-

teaching positions. Secondly, we inaugurated a fully equipped language




laboratory to enhance student learning. Thirdly, a free computer training program
was launched for all stakeholders of the college. Fourth, thanks to the support of
the local Panchayat Samity, a dedicated female washroom and changing room
has been constructed, providing our girl students with greater comfort and
privacy. Lastly, we are taking steps to associate with Patrasayer Bamira Gurudas

Institution to facilitate NCC enrolment for our students.

To the editorial team—your dedication, perseverance, and hard work deserve the
highest praise. You have skillfully brought together diverse voices into a unified
expression of creativity and thought. To all the contributors—thank you for
sharing your insights and imagination. And to every reader—may these pages
bring you moments of reflection, joy, and inspiration. As you journey through
this edition of Anirban, 1 hope it strengthens your sense of pride in being a part

of the Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya family.

May your educational journey be marked by curiosity, courage, and compassion.
Pursue knowledge wholeheartedly, but always carry with you the wisdom of the

heart.

With warm regards and best wishes for your continued growth and success.

Dr. Santosh Koner
Principal
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya




Edirorical

Dear Readers,

Sometimes, in the noise of the world—between assignments, deadlines, and daily
routines—we forget the simplest truth: that we are all, at our core, human. And
that means we are made not just of thoughts and dreams, but of feelings, of
empathy, of an invisible thread that quietly ties us to one another.

This year, Anirban—the ever-burning flame of Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya—
glows a little brighter, lit by the warmth of Humanity.

What is humanity, really?

It’s a friend sharing their tiffin with you,

A teacher who believes in your potential when you don’t,
A stranger helping you when your cycle breaks down,

Or a handwritten note left just to say, “You'll be okay.”

It’s not loud. It doesn’t wear a badge.
But it’s always there—soft, steady, and strong.

Through the poems, stories, essays, and art in these pages, we invite you to feel
that pulse. The beat of kindness. The rhythm of unity. The quiet, stubborn hope
that no matter what the world throws at us, there’s still something good in people.
Something worth believing in.

In a time where it’s easy to scroll past pain and swipe away real connection, let
this issue of Anirban be a gentle reminder: being human is a gift. And being
humane is a choice.




So here’s to choosing it—every single day.
To helping. To healing.

To listening. To loving.

To being the light, even when it’s hard.

After all, Anirban means the fire that never dies. And what better fire to keep
alive... than humanity?

With love and light,
Dr. Ritushree Sengupta

Editor, Anirban
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya
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Mahasweta Devi: The Conscience of Bengal

Trisha Medya
Department of English
Semester-3

Mahasweta Devi, one of India's most revered writers, left an indelible mark on the literary
world with her powerful and poignant stories. Born in 1926 in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
Mahasweta Devi's life was a testament to her courage and conviction, as she fearlessly
chronicled the struggles of the marginalized and the oppressed.

Through her writings, Mahasweta Devi gave voice to the voiceless, shedding light on the
dark corners of Indian society. Her stories, often set in the rural landscapes of Bengal,
exposed the harsh realities of poverty, exploitation, and social injustice. Yet, even in the
midst of despair, her characters embodied a resilience and strength that inspired hope and
defiance.




Mahasweta Devi's most famous works, such as "Hajar Churashir Maa" (Mother of 1084) and
"Rudali", are masterful explorations of the human condition. Her writing style, marked by
simplicity, clarity, and a deep empathy for her characters, has been praised for its elegance
and power.

A fierce activist and advocate for social justice, Mahasweta Devi's work extended far beyond
the realm of literature. She was a vocal critic of oppression and inequality, and her writings
often reflected her engagement with the world around her. Her commitment to the causes of
the marginalized earned her numerous awards and accolades, including the Sahitya Akademi
Award, the Padma Vibhushan, and the Ramon Magsaysay Award.

Mahasweta Devi's legacy is a testament to the transformative power of literature. Her stories
continue to inspire and educate, offering a window into the complexities of human
experience. As a writer, activist, and conscience of Bengal, Mahasweta Devi remains an
iconic figure in Indian literature, her work a reminder of the importance of empathy,
compassion, and social justice. Mahasweta Devi’s literary career spanned over six decades.
She wrote in Bengali, and her works often focused on the lives and struggles of the
marginalized communities, particularly the indigenous tribes, Dalits, and rural poor. She was
deeply influenced by the political climate of India, including the struggle for independence,
post-independence social inequalities, and later, the growing awareness about tribal rights
and exploitation.

In addition to her writing, Mahasweta Devi was an active social worker and human rights
advocate. She worked closely with tribal communities, especially in the states of West
Bengal, Jharkhand, and Odisha, and was a vocal critic of the exploitation they faced due to
the commercial and political interests that encroached on their land and livelihood. She also
championed women’s rights and was outspoken about the injustices faced by marginalized
women.

Mahasweta Devi was instrumental in raising awareness about the plight of the Santhal and
other tribal groups. She worked with the Santal tribe and documented their struggles against
exploitation, often highlighting issues related to land rights, poverty, and the destruction of
tribal cultures. Her efforts went beyond literature, and she was a vocal participant in
movements against the displacement of tribal people from their lands due to industrial
projects.




BOOK REVIEW OF WINGS OF FIRE

Akash Dey
Department of English
Semester-3

APJABDUL KALAM
| WINGS OF FIRE

% An Autobiography
with Arun Tiwar

Wings of Fire is the autobiography of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the 11th President of India
and one of the most respected figures in Indian science and politics. Published in 1999, the
book takes readers on a journey through his early life, education, and illustrious career in
science and technology, culminating in his role as a visionary leader for India’s defense and
space programs.

The autobiography is divided into four sections:

1.

Part 1 — "Orientation': Dr. Kalam begins by describing his early life in
Rameswaram, a small town in Tamil Nadu. He writes about his humble beginnings,
his family, and the strong values instilled in him by his parents and teachers. His
childhood experiences, including his fascination with flight and the natural world, are
recounted with warmth and honesty. The narrative highlights the importance of hard
work, discipline, and education in shaping his future.

Part 2 — "Creation'': This section focuses on Dr. Kalam’s academic journey and his
career in science. He narrates his experiences at various institutions, such as the
Madras Institute of Technology, and how his academic interests led him to a career in
aeronautical engineering. His work at the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
and his contribution to India’s first satellite launch and missile program are detailed
here.




3. Part 3 — "Propitiation": This part delves into his time at the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) and his involvement in India’s missile program.
It details the challenges and triumphs of developing the indigenous missile systems,
including the successful testing of the Agni and Prithvi missiles. Dr. Kalam’s
leadership and vision for a self-reliant India are evident throughout this section.

4. Part 4 — "Final Flight": In the final section, Dr. Kalam reflects on his time as
President of India and his efforts to inspire young minds through his interactions with
students. He also emphasizes the importance of dreams and vision in achieving
greatness, encapsulated in his famous motto, “Dream, Dream, Dream.” The book
concludes on an inspiring note, with a call to action for the youth of India to build a
brighter future.

Wings of Fire is a deeply inspiring and motivational work. Dr. Kalam’s humility and his
unwavering faith in the power of education, hard work, and dedication shine through in every
chapter. What makes the autobiography particularly compelling is his ability to blend
technical knowledge with personal anecdotes. While the book delves into complex scientific
topics—such as missile technology, space exploration, and nuclear physics—it does so in a
way that is accessible to the general reader. This makes the book not just for science
enthusiasts but for anyone who is interested in the life and work of a man who has had a
profound impact on India.

One of the most striking aspects of the book is Dr. Kalam’s emphasis on the importance of
values. Throughout the autobiography, he stresses the role that his family, mentors, and
teachers played in shaping his character and ideals. The book is a tribute to the idea that true
success is not measured by material wealth or fame but by the positive impact one has on
society.

Additionally, the book offers a candid portrayal of the challenges Dr. Kalam faced in his
career, from the failure of early projects to the political obstacles encountered while
developing missile technology. His resilience in the face of setbacks is a key theme,
demonstrating that perseverance and determination are essential to achieving one’s goals.

The narrative also highlights Dr. Kalam’s strong connection with the youth of India. He
consistently urges young people to dream big and contribute to the nation’s progress,
emphasizing that India’s future lies in their hands. His passion for empowering youth is
contagious, and it’s no surprise that Wings of Fire has become a popular book among
students and young professionals across India.Dr. Kalam’s writing style is simple, yet
profound. He uses clear and concise language, which makes complex scientific concepts easy
to understand. The tone is reflective and personal, allowing readers to connect with his
journey on an emotional level. His storytelling is heartfelt, and his passion for his work and
country is evident in every page. Wings of Fire is an inspiring, thought-provoking, and
motivational book that offers invaluable insights into the life of one of India’s most
celebrated leaders. Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam’s journey from a small town in Tamil Nadu to
becoming the President of India is a story of perseverance, dedication, and the power of
dreams. This autobiography is not just for fans of science or technology; it is a must-read for
anyone looking for inspiration and guidance on how to live a life of purpose and impact.




John Donne: The Metaphysical Maestro

Salma Khatun
Department of English
Semester-3

John Donne (1572—-1631) is one of the
most celebrated poets of the English
Renaissance and a towering figure in the
development of English literature. His
works, which encompass poetry, sermons,
and theological writings, showcase a
profound intellectual depth and emotional
complexity. Donne’s poetry is marked by
his unique blend of sensuality, spirituality,
and intellectual curiosity. He is often
associated with the metaphysical poets, a
group known for their use of intricate
metaphors, intellectual themes, and
strikingly original poetic forms. Understanding Donne requires exploring his life, his poetry,
and the lasting impact he had on literature.

Early Life and Education

John Donne was born in London into a Catholic family during a time when Catholics were
persecuted in Protestant England. His father, a merchant, died when Donne was young, and
his mother raised him with strong religious values. Donne attended both Oxford and
Cambridge universities but did not earn a degree from either, as he was unable to take the
required Oath of Supremacy, which declared allegiance to the Church of England. He later
studied law at Lincoln's Inn, showing his early intellectual interests and a commitment to a
professional career. However, his true passion lay in writing, which he pursued both for
personal expression and intellectual exploration.

Donne’s Early Poetry: The Sensual and Erotic

In the early part of his career, Donne wrote primarily secular poetry, including elegies, songs,
and satires. These works were often marked by their bold exploration of love, lust, and
sensuality. Donne’s poems such as The Flea and A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning
demonstrate his characteristic use of wit, cleverness, and intellectual exploration. His famous
metaphysical conceits—extended metaphors that compare seemingly disparate ideas—were
revolutionary at the time. For instance, in The Flea, Donne uses the image of a flea to discuss
the union of two lovers, merging themes of love, sexuality, and the physical with the
intellectual in a strikingly original way.




While his early poems explored physical love, they also hinted at deeper philosophical
questions. Donne’s work was never simple or purely carnal; it was always infused with
questions of life, death, and the nature of existence.

Religious Transformation and Later Poetry

Donne’s life took a significant turn when he converted to Anglicanism, and he eventually
became an ordained minister in the Church of England. This shift from secular to religious
thought greatly influenced his later poetry and sermons. His religious poems, such as Holy
Sonnets, reflect his struggles with faith, the nature of God, and the prospect of salvation.
These works explore the tension between the sensual and the spiritual, where Donne
contemplates the brevity of life, the afterlife, and his own salvation. In poems like Death Be
Not Proud, Donne addresses mortality with both defiance and contemplation, showcasing his
complex relationship with the fear of death.

His famous line “for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee,” from his meditation in Devotions
Upon Emergent Occasions, illustrates his belief in the interconnectedness of humanity and
the inevitability of death. This sense of shared human experience, combined with his spiritual
reflections, has made Donne’s religious poetry some of the most profound in the English
literary canon.

Legacy and Influence

John Donne’s legacy is far-reaching. His work has influenced not only the metaphysical poets
of his time but also countless writers, philosophers, and theologians throughout history. His
combination of intellect and emotion, his use of metaphysical conceits, and his ability to
blend the physical with the spiritual set him apart as a poet who defied easy categorization.
Donne’s works were often complex and difficult, but their emotional power, intellectual
rigor, and bold explorations of human existence continue to resonate with readers today.

In addition to his poetry, Donne’s sermons and theological writings remain important,
providing deep insights into his religious and philosophical views. As both a poet and a
clergyman, Donne navigated the tension between human desires and divine purpose, making
him a key figure in the literary and religious thought of his time.

Conclusion

John Donne was a poet whose work transcends the boundaries of love, faith, and intellectual
exploration. His contributions to literature, especially his metaphysical poetry, have earned
him a prominent place in the history of English poetry. Donne’s unique ability to fuse
emotion with intellect, sensuality with spirituality, has made his work timeless, and his
influence on literature and theology continues to be felt today. Through his life and poetry,
Donne remains a symbol of the complex and ever-evolving human spirit.




William Shakespeare: The Bard of Avon

Shiuli pal
Department of English
Semeter-3

"William Shakespeare is one of the renowned names of English playwrights. He was a multi-
talented man who was a writer, poet and actor. He produced about one hundred and fifty-
four sonnets, two narrative poems, thirty-eight plays and a few verses. He was born in
Stratford-upon-Avon to a good family with good financial status on 23 April, 1564.

He started his career as an actor and then he started writing. He produced most of his works
from 1589 to 1613. He wrote many famous plays like Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, etc.
In the year 1608, Shakespeare wrote some of his finest works of the tragic genre like
Othello, Macbeth, and King Lear. These tragic genre works were some of the last works
which he wrote in his last few years of life. Julius Caesar and Romeo and Juliet are some of
his most famous plays which are played in schools and colleges on various occasions. He
wrote vast, voluminous, unique and every different genre of plays.

Several of Shakespeare’s works have been translated into other languages. Several movies
and plays are also played in his plays. His works are loved by everyone of every age group.
He is one of the most precious playwrights of the times. He died in his hometown at the age
of 52 on 23 of April, 1616."

1. “Better three hours too soon than a minute too late.”(The merry Wives Of Windsor).

2.“My words fly up, my thoughts remain below. Words without thoughts never to heaven
go.”(Hamlet).

3. “Brevity is the soul of wit.”(Hamlet).

4. “Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind; and therefore is winged Cupid painted
blind.”( A Midsummer Night's Dream).




Women in our Modern Society

Sanchita Pal
Department of English
Semeter-3

The word woman can be used generally to mean any female or specifically to mean an adult
female human as contrasted with girl. The word originally meant young person of either sex
in English; it was only around the beginning of the 16th century that it came to mean
specifically a female child.

Woman are important In our society. Every woman has her own job or duty in this modern
society in which menu are unfortunately still the strongest gender we can't forget that a
woman's life is a lot of more complicated than a man's life. A woman has to take care of her
own personal life and if she married, additional stress can be on her shoulders. Yet they will
still perform very well in the work environment in some cases better than their male
counterparts. If she is a mother, she has to take care also for her children's life too.

Importance: -

Woman play many important roles in our society, including: i) Community building, ii)
Leadership, iii) Care giving, iv) Economic development etc.

Challenges: -

Despite the importance of women in society, women face numerous challenges that finder
their ability to contribute fully. some of these challenges include: i) Gender discrimination, ii)
violence Against women, iii) Lack of access to Education, iv) Lack of access to Healthcare
etc.

Challenges of Being a Woman in Modern Society

Despite significant strides in gender equality, women in modern society continue to face a
variety of challenges that are deeply ingrained in social, cultural, and economic structures.
These challenges often stem from outdated norms, biases, and systemic inequalities that
continue to shape the lives and opportunities of women. While the struggles women face may
differ across regions, cultures, and socio-economic backgrounds, there are several common
themes that persist in many parts of the world.




1. Gender Inequality in the Workplace

One of the most pervasive challenges women face in modern society is gender inequality in
the workplace. Despite progress in education and employment, women continue to
experience the "glass ceiling"—an invisible barrier that prevents them from rising to top
leadership positions in business, politics, and other sectors. This is compounded by wage
disparities, with women often earning less than men for the same work. According to global
statistics, women earn on average 20% less than men, with the gender pay gap even wider for
women of color and those in lower-income sectors.

Additionally, women often face workplace discrimination, whether it’s being overlooked for
promotions, receiving less challenging assignments, or encountering biased attitudes from
colleagues and superiors. This inequality can also manifest in the form of sexual harassment,
creating an unsafe or uncomfortable work environment for women.

2. Double Standards and Social Expectations

Women are often subject to double standards when it comes to social behavior and
appearance. In many cultures, there are rigid expectations regarding how women should look,
act, and behave. For example, women are often judged more harshly than men for expressing
ambition, assertiveness, or independence. They may also face criticism for their personal
choices, such as their career paths, relationships, or whether or not they choose to have
children.

On the other hand, women are also frequently expected to embody traditional roles of
caregivers and nurturers, managing household responsibilities and raising children, even if
they have full-time careers. This often leads to an imbalance between personal and
professional life, putting pressure on women to “do it all.” The societal expectation of
perfection, both in terms of physical appearance and the management of home and family
life, can be mentally and emotionally exhausting.

3. Violence and Safety Concerns

Violence against women, including domestic abuse, sexual assault, and harassment, remains
a significant issue worldwide. Despite legal frameworks meant to protect women, many still
experience violence in their homes, workplaces, and public spaces. The fear of violence, or
the trauma caused by past abuse, can affect women's mental health and limit their ability to
participate fully in society.

Many women, especially in certain regions, are subjected to harmful cultural practices, such
as child marriage, female genital mutilation, or trafficking. These forms of gender-based
violence not only harm women physically but also limit their opportunities for education,
employment, and personal autonomy.

4. Access to Healthcare and Reproductive Rights
Women'’s access to healthcare remains a critical issue. While reproductive rights are central

to discussions about gender equality, many women still face obstacles in accessing birth
control, abortion services, and maternal healthcare. In some parts of the world, restrictive




laws or societal stigma prevent women from making choices about their own bodies,
impacting their health, careers, and personal freedom.

5. Mental Health and Emotional Well-being

The challenges women face in terms of societal expectations, career pressures, and personal
life often contribute to mental health struggles. Women are more likely than men to
experience anxiety, depression, and stress, which can be exacerbated by societal pressures to
“have it all.” Balancing personal aspirations with societal expectations of femininity,
motherhood, and relationships can take a significant emotional toll.

Moreover, women’s mental health is often stigmatized or overlooked. They may be less
likely to seek help for fear of being judged or misunderstood, especially when it comes to
dealing with issues like postnatal depression or the emotional strain of caregiving roles.

6. Representation in Media and Politics

Women remain underrepresented in many areas of public life, especially in positions of
political power and media representation. While there have been improvements, women
make up a significantly smaller proportion of political leaders, corporate executives, and
academic researchers. This lack of representation can affect policy decisions, societal
attitudes, and the overall progress toward gender equality.

In the media, women are often portrayed in stereotypical or limiting roles, such as the
idealized mother, the damsel in distress, or the overly sexualized figure. These
representations not only reinforce harmful stereotypes but also contribute to the broader
cultural norms that limit women’s opportunities and self-perceptions.

7. Intersectionality and Multiple Forms of Discrimination

It’s important to recognize that women’s experiences are shaped by factors beyond gender,
such as race, class, ethnicity, sexuality, and disability. Women of color, LGBTQ+ women,
disabled women, and those from lower socio-economic backgrounds face additional layers of
discrimination that intersect with their gender. These women often encounter compounded
barriers to education, employment, healthcare, and social acceptance. The concept of
intersectionality highlights the need to address not just gender inequality, but also the
complex ways in which multiple forms of discrimination overlap and impact women’s lives.

While modern society has made considerable progress in promoting gender equality, women
still face significant challenges that hinder their full participation and empowerment.
Overcoming these challenges requires continued efforts in dismantling gender-based
stereotypes, advocating for equal opportunities, and creating supportive environments that
allow women to thrive without fear of discrimination or violence. It also calls for global
solidarity in addressing issues of intersectionality, mental health, and access to healthcare.
Only through sustained advocacy, education, and policy changes can we hope to create a
society where women are truly free to live, work, and thrive on equal terms with men.
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A Memorable Day in My Life

Piu Dey
Department of English
Semeter-1

Life is full of memories, moments, and experiences. Some memories are good, while others
are bad. Life is too short, and it has its ups and downs. There are achievements and failures
along the way. These experiences, whether good or bad, help create a stronger person. In this
world, a free-minded man or woman is rare. [ was born into a family where I grew up like a
princess. My family, my friend, my guardian, and my guide is my father.

One of the most memorable days in my life was my father's 45th birthday. My family
celebrated this day properly, and I paid for the celebration using my pocket money. We
wished him at 12:00 AM, and he was very surprised because he had forgotten his own
birthday. [ wanted to see him happy, and in that moment, he was very emotional because, for
the first time, someone had celebrated his birthday. That day, he felt very happy but also a
little uneasy, as it was the first time anyone had celebrated it for him.

I cooked his favorite dish and dessert for lunch. Our parents dedicate a significant part of
their lives to their children, making many sacrifices along the way. My father's profession
was that of a mason, but now he is a successful man. He is the head of our family and the
leader of his team at his workplace. He is a real hero in my life. The things we did to make
him happy might seem small, but to us, he is like an "umbrella" in our lives. We should try to
bring some happiness into his life, even for a short time. His love is unconditional. In the
evening, we celebrated his birthday with cake-cutting, performances, and dinner, and we all
enjoyed the moment very much.On that day, my father was incredibly happy. That day
remains one of the most memorable days of my life because our first priority in life should be
our parents' happiness. [ was deeply satisfied knowing I had given my father some happiness.
I will remember that day for the rest of my life.
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My first day at college

Aditi Goswami
Department of English
Semeter-1

The first day of college is a momentous occasion that most people remember for a lifetime.
For me, it was a mix of excitement, anxiety, and curiosity. As I entered the gates of my new
college, my heartbeat increased. I saw the imposing buildings and the crowded campus,
which instantly made me feel like I had stepped into a whole new world.

It was nothing like my school days. That day, my college organized an induction program for
all first-semester students. [ arrived early, hoping to get familiar with the surroundings before
the program started. The campus was full of student activities; some students were walking in
groups, and some were alone, all heading towards the seminar room where the program was
taking place. I could feel the new energy, enthusiasm, and, of course, anxiety in the air. Like
the others, I also roamed around the campus, and then we all gathered and sat in the seminar
room. The program started in a few minutes.

At the start of the program, our respected principal welcomed all the new students to the
college and congratulated us for a bright and successful future in college life. After the
principal's speech, the respective professors and teachers of all departments gave speeches
about their departments and congratulated us as well.

My department was English, and I met the teachers and professors from the English
department. They were all very inspiring and kind-hearted. After that, our senior college
students gave motivational speeches and congratulated us on beginning our college life. A
few new students performed various activities such as dance, recitation, and some even sang
Rabindra Sangeet. After that, the program ended, and all the students left the classroom. |
came out of the classroom with a happy face. It was a great day for me, and [ will always
remember that day of my life.
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Review of Kazi Nazrul Islam and his thoughts

Koyel Malik
Department of English
Semeter-3

Kazi Nazrul Islam was born on May 24, 1899, into a very poor family in Churulia village,
Asansol, in the Burdwan district of West Bengal, India. A poet of love, humanity, and
rebellion, Nazrul left a lasting imprint on both music and literature. His versatility was truly
remarkable—he was a poet, short story writer, novelist, essayist, playwright, dramatist,
singer, musician, lyricist, composer, director, actor, activist, journalist, editor, soldier,
humanist, and philosopher.

Nazrul always strove to establish communal harmony and solidarity between Hindus and
Muslims in undivided India. He urged religious fanatics to end the divisions and barriers
created by religious intolerance and societal prejudice.

He was well aware of the narrow-mindedness and fanaticism that plagued society and
believed that nobility and civility within the human soul could overcome communalism and
foster a harmonious community. In one of his verses, he expressed his sincerest intention to
bring unity between the two faiths:

“In one stalk we are two flowers —
Hindu and Muslim,

Muslim is its glory, Hindu is its life,
In the lap of one sky-mother like
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The sun and the moon they dangle
They live with the same blood of one heart,
With one umbilical attachment.”

Nazrul was a romantic poet at heart and wrote many poems, short stories, and lyrics about
love, emotion, and pain. He also passionately advocated for women’s equality and their
rightful place in society. In his poem “Nari” (Woman), he declared:

“The song of equality I sing —

I see no difference between man and woman!

All deeds great and ever-beneficial were done

In this world, half of them were accomplished by woman,
The rest half by man.”

In his famous poem “Daridro” (Poverty), Nazrul revealed his deep empathy and resilience in
the face of suffering. He embraced the hardships of life with courage, like an ocean
swallowing every stream flowing into it.

Kazi Nazrul Islam, the national poet of Bangladesh, is also celebrated worldwide as the
"Rebel Poet." His fierce resistance to all forms of oppression and injustice is vividly
expressed in his poems, short stories, songs, and essays. With vibrant thythms and
revolutionary themes, he formed a powerful contrast to the poets of his time. His use of
language and subject matter broke new ground in the history of Bengali poetry.

Nazrul became immensely popular for boldly addressing political and social issues through
his art. He was also known for fusing Hindu and Muslim cultural traditions. His innovation in
blending Bengali meters with Arabic and Sanskrit elements set him apart as a literary
pioneer.

Nazrul nurtured almost every stream of Bengali literature and laid a solid foundation that
resonates in the history of world literature.
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Personal Essays

Mistu Chowdhury
Department of English
Semeter-3

YES, I Too Have Failed

The journey to becoming a civil servant is not an easy one. Thousands of aspirants appear for
the UPSC examination every year, but only a handful succeed. | was one of those aspirants
who had big dreams, but unfortunately, I faced failure in my UPSC journey.

I had always been fascinated by the idea of serving the nation and making a difference in
people's lives. I prepared tirelessly for months, poring over books, attending coaching classes,
and practicing mock tests. Despite my hard work, I couldn't clear the mains examination.

The feeling of failure was devastating. I had invested so much time, effort, and emotion into
my preparation, and to see it all go in vain was heartbreaking. I felt like I had let myself and
my family down.

That was my fourth attempt and third failure. I eagerly looked forward to my marksheet,
mostly to confirm my own prejudice. [ did not understand what was wrong with me. [ would
score good marks in my mocks, but when I appeared for the main examination, [ would go
blank. I knew the answers, but despite that, I would make mistakes. All the taunts questioning
my abilities would come rushing back. I had sacrificed all my hobbies and struggled a lot.

However, as I reflected on my failure, I realized that it was not the end of the world. In fact, it
was a stepping stone to success. I learned that failure is an essential part of the learning
process, and it helps us grow and improve.

I took a break from my studies and focused on self-reflection. I analyzed my mistakes,
identified my weaknesses, and worked on improving them. I also sought guidance from my
mentors and peers, who helped me develop a new strategy for my preparation.

A year later, I reappeared for the UPSC examination, and this time, I cleared the mains.
Although I didn't get selected for the final list, I felt a sense of pride and accomplishment. |
had faced my fears, learned from my mistakes, and emerged stronger. Failure is not the
opposite of success; it is a part of success. It helps us learn, grow, and improve. As Nelson
Mandela once said, "The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every
time we fall." I rose from my failure, and I am proud of myself for doing so.

Today, looking back at my journey, I see many things. Failure is not something to feel guilty
about. It is an art. I thank myself for attempting the most challenging exam. Not everyone can
attempt this exam. The people who criticize me the most are not able to do this. I may be a
UPSC failure, but I did not fail in real life. [ am proud of myself. I restarted my life, and
today, I am glad that I didn’t clear the exam.
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I
My Father, My Hero

For a child, their father is often one of the most important people in their life, alongside their
mother. The bond between a father and child is a very special one. Usually, people talk about
a mother's love and affection, but a father's love often gets ignored. A mother's love is
discussed repeatedly in movies, shows, and more. Yet, what we fail to acknowledge is the
strength of a father, which often goes unnoticed. A father is a blessing that not many people
have in their lives. It would also be wrong to say that every father is the ideal hero for their
kids, because that is not always the case. However, I can vouch for my father without any
second thoughts when it comes to being an ideal person. My father's name is Saroj
Chowdhury, and he is 50 years old. I consider him my role model. When I grow up, I want to
be like him. Most people like to believe that their father is different, and I do too.
Nonetheless, this conviction is not merely based on the love I have for him, but also because
of his personality. My father owns a business and is quite disciplined in all aspects of life. He
is the one who taught me to always practice discipline, no matter what work I do. He says
that mistakes are lessons, and we should always learn from them and not repeat them. He
takes care of all the needs of our family. He always respects and obeys his parents and always
shows respect to my mother. He is always very attentive to their requirements. I can share
everything with him without any second thoughts. On the weekends, he watches cartoons
with me. He believes in honesty. He is the person who taught me to be honest, helpful, kind,
polite, and obedient. He tries his best to fulfill all our wishes but also maintains strictness
when the need arises.

In conclusion, my father is not just a hero; he is a source of light and inspiration in my life.
His presence in my life is like a beacon of strength and wisdom, shaping me into the person I
am today. From his selfless dedication to our family to his unwavering support and love, my
father embodies the qualities of a true hero. He sacrifices many things he wishes for and
always tries to give his best to us. He works tirelessly day and night to ensure that the needs
of the family are met. Without his sacrifices and contributions, a family is incomplete.
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The Maestro of Bengali Literature
Susmita Das

Department of English
Semeter-3

Rabindranath Tagore, the Bard of Bengal, sat by the tranquil waters of the Ganges, his eyes
lost in the swirling eddies of his mind. As he pondered the mysteries of the universe, his pen
began to dance across the page, weaving a tapestry of words that would transport readers to a
world of love, loss, and longing.

"The world is a great book, and he who has not learned to read it, has not learned to live," —
Rabindranath Tagore (The Gardener, 1913).

His novels were a testament to this philosophy, as he poured his heart and soul into crafting
stories that not only reflected the complexities of human nature but also offered a glimpse
into the eternal and the divine.

In The Home and the World, Tagore’s masterpiece of a novel, he explores the tumultuous
relationships between three individuals—Nikhil, Sandip, and Bimala—against the backdrop
of India’s struggle for independence. Through their struggles and triumphs, Tagore probes the
very fabric of human existence, revealing the intricate web of emotions, desires, and
contradictions that bind us all.

As the sun dipped below the horizon, casting a golden glow over the Bengal countryside,
Tagore’s thoughts turned to the women of his stories—strong, independent, and yet
vulnerable. Women like Bimala, who embodied the contradictions of a society in flux, torn
between tradition and modernity, duty and desire.

17




In Chokher Bali, another of his notable works, Tagore delves into the inner world of
Binodini, a young widow struggling to find her place in a society that seeks to constrain her.
Through Binodini’s story, Tagore shines a light on the dark recesses of the human heart,
exposing the hypocrisy and cruelty that can masquerade as social norms.

And yet, despite the darkness that often shrouds his characters' lives, Tagore's novels are
ultimately infused with a sense of hope and redemption. For in the midst of turmoil and
uncertainty, he finds the resilience of the human spirit, the capacity for love and forgiveness
that can transform even the most mundane of lives into something transcendent.

As the stars began to twinkle in the night sky, Tagore’s pen finally came to rest, his thoughts
lingering on the world he had created, a world of beauty and complexity, of light and shadow.
For in the end, it was not just a world of fiction that he had crafted, but a reflection of the
world we live in, with all its contradictions and paradoxes, its triumphs and tragedies.
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The Melody of the Soul
Sayanti Khan
Department of English
Semester-3

"The universe is not a collection of distinct objects, but a continuum, where every point
is interconnected with every other point." — Rabindranath Tagore

Rabindranath Tagore's writing was innovative in Bengali literature at the time for its focus on
daily life, as opposed to the more traditional concerns of Indian literature, which tended to be
constrained to epic and religious tales. His short stories often depicted exceptional
circumstances and critical moments in the lives of everyday Bengali people, whether they
were rich or poor, men or women, or even living or dead. Throughout his short stories,
Tagore engages themes of domestic roles, the supernatural, and class. Sometimes these
stories have clear moral conclusions, and sometimes they’re wry and mysterious parables that
don’t seem to end or have any direct message.

Here’s a short story in the style of Rabindranath Tagore:
The Melody of the Soul

In the sleepy town of Jalpaiguri, where the mighty Teesta River flowed gently, there lived a
young girl named Aparna. She was a shy, introverted child with eyes that sparkled like the
stars on a clear night. Aparna's greatest passion was music — the melody of the soul.

Every evening, as the sun dipped below the horizon, Aparna would sit by the riverbank, her
tanpura in hand, and let the music flow from her heart. The river, the trees, and the stars
above seemed to resonate with her melody, creating a symphony of sound that echoed across
the universe.

One day, a wise old man named Girin arrived in Jalpaiguri. He was a mystic who had spent
his life studying the ancient scriptures and seeking the truth. As he wandered through the
town, he stumbled upon Aparna, sitting by the riverbank, her music filling the air.

Girin was enchanted by the melody, and he sat down beside Aparna, listening intently. As the
music washed over him, he felt his soul stirring, awakening to the interconnectedness of all
things.

"The universe is not a collection of distinct objects," Girin said, his eyes shining with
wisdom, "but a continuum, where every point is interconnected with every other point. Your
music, Aparna, is a reflection of this truth."

Aparna smiled, her eyes sparkling with understanding. And as she continued to play, her
music wove a spell of unity and harmony, reminding all who listened of the
interconnectedness of all things.

In conclusion, Aparna felt the universe expand within her. The boundaries of time and space
dissolved, and she was one with the infinite. The music that had flowed through her was not
just a collection of notes and rhythms, but a reflection of the harmony that lay at the heart of
creation.
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Literature and Life: A Timeless Reflection of Humanity

SK MD Jasim
Department of English
Semester-1

Literature is not just the art of words; it is the mirror of life itself. From the ancient epics to
modern novels, literature reflects the human experience—our joys, sorrows, struggles, and
triumphs. It does not merely tell stories but breathes life into emotions and ideas that connect
us across generations, borders, and time.

In every era, writers have captured the essence of life through their works. Shakespeare
explored love, ambition, and betrayal, teaching us that human nature remains constant.
Rabindranath Tagore wrote of freedom and spirituality, urging us to embrace a world beyond
boundaries. Through George Orwell, we understood the dangers of unchecked power, and
through Jane Austen, we saw the quiet strength of individuality and love.

Literature teaches us empathy. When we read The Diary of Anne Frank, we are not just
reading a young girl’s journal; we are feeling her fears and dreams as if they were our own. It
allows us to step into the shoes of people we’ve never met, in places we’ve never been, and
yet somehow, we find pieces of ourselves there.

Life, in its chaos and beauty, inspires literature. And in turn, literature gives meaning to life.
A single line of poetry or a powerful story can comfort a grieving heart, ignite a revolution,
or inspire someone to pursue their dreams.

As a student of English literature, I realize that words have the power to shape lives. They
remind us that even in our darkest moments, we are not alone—someone, somewhere, has
felt the same. This timeless bond between literature and life makes me believe that stories
will continue to guide humanity, reminding us of who we are and who we can become.
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A CHANGED WORLD
Aparajita Mukherjee

Assistant Professor and Head
Department of English
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya

“It is a truth universally acknowledged” (Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice) that the world
underwent a drastic change after the outbreak of the Novel Corona Virus during the late 2019
and early 2020. The very word ‘novel” (new) made it clear that it was a never-seen-before virus
and, therefore, had no cure yet. The change was almost overnight and the adjustment was not
just at the physical level but also of perspective, at the very way we looked at life. The overall
attitude was divided between ‘Before’ Covid-19 and ‘After’. Long before the appearance of
the virus, digital dependence was already gradually becoming a steady part of our reality, but
the choice became a compulsion after the outbreak of the worldwide pandemic as countries en
masse went under complete lockdown overnight. Almost no sector or institution remained
unaffected by this contagion. Educational establishments, offices, businesses, public places, all
closed down with immediate effect in an attempt to contain the virus. After the initial few
months, people, locked in their houses, started to strain against their literal and mental cages.
Social media and OTT platforms took center-stage as the masses found creative ways to
entertain both themselves and the world at large. The gulf between the elite and the ordinary
lessened as the voice of the popular rose to the forefront. It was amidst this ruckus that the
world changed and we scrambled to adapt and work around a different world than the one we
woke up in.

One of the glaring gaps that the pandemic exposed was the utter unpreparedness in the
healthcare system worldwide, leading to calls for better efficiency, stronger healthcare benefits,
and an improved rapid response management. The damage was not just physical but also at a
psychological level. Being locked up, sometimes alone and away from family & friends,
exposed issues like isolation, stress, anxiety, and other mental health crises. This also led to
more openness in discussing mental health and a growing demand for services and resources.
Furthermore, the rapid development of COVID-19 vaccines opened new doors for medical
research, resulting in the swift advancement in the healthcare system.

A noticeable alteration was in the employment sector that saw new development as
major companies adopted remote or hybrid work models, thereby, shifting the workplace
dynamic. Employees and employers adjusted to the flexible working arrangements that
facilitated the work-from-home structure. On the other hand, small scale industries and
companies found it difficult to continue with a massively reduced workforce. As a result, many
became jobless as the companies closed down prematurely. With this uncertainty in the
employment sector, people started seeking flexible work options, and the demand for gig
economy, that includes freelancing, side jobs, delivery services etc. expanded exponentially.
In addition, the pandemic accelerated automation and the use of artificial intelligence (Al) in
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industries like retail, healthcare, and manufacturing to minimize human interaction and
improve efficiency. The education sector, too, was compelled to shift to online learning during
this time. While challenging for many, it also created new opportunities for online education,
and hybrid models became more common. However, the shift to online learning also
exacerbated the digital divide, especially in developing countries like India, where students
from underprivileged backgrounds faced greater difficulties due to lack of access to technology
and stable internet connections.

One of the conspicuous changes during the pandemic was the way people engaged in
social interaction, as social distancing, quarantine, and lockdowns irrevocably altered how
people interact. Virtual gatherings and online communities grew, and social habits became
more centered around small, intimate settings rather than large groups. Family dynamics saw
considerable alteration as with extended periods at home, familial relationships shifted and
transformed. For some, this brought families closer, while for others, it revealed or heightened
domestic issues, including increased domestic violence in some regions. The pandemic also
forced people to reassess their life priorities, focusing more on personal well-being,
relationships, and work-life balance. This led to increased interest in diverse hobbies, improved
mental health, and sustainable living.

One arena that suffered a huge blow due the pandemic was global economy. Significant
disruptions to global supply chains led to shortages in everything from medical supplies to
consumer goods. This resulted in a reassessment of supply chain resilience, and many
companies moved to localize production. Moreover, while the wealthy individuals and large
corporations thrived in some sectors, the pandemic deepened inequality, hitting the low-income
workers, especially daily-wagers and those in service-industries, the hardest. The shift to e-
commerce accelerated, with more consumers shopping online than ever before. This saw
businesses adapting to the need of the hour by improving digital experiences, delivery services,
and contactless payment while small industries went under. One of the most severely impacted
industries was the travel & tourism sector, with long-lasting changes. Vaccination passports,
health screenings, and new safety protocols became a part of both international and domestic
travel. A silver lining in this, however, was a rise in interest in local tourism and
environmentally sustainable travel, as people reconsidered long-distance travel for both health
and environmental reasons.

Technology & Digital Life saw immense acceleration as the pandemic forced
organizations and individuals to rapidly adopt to digital technologies. From cloud computing
to telemarketing, virtual meetings to e-commerce, the world become more digital almost
overnight. With the increase in online activity, cyber threats also grew, leading to a heightened
focus on cybersecurity measures to protect personal and corporate data. In the process, the
pandemic exposed the vast gap in accessibility to digital tools and internet connectivity, leading
to calls for improving digital infrastructure in unprivileged communities. In addition, the
pandemic created both increased reliance on government health systems and, in some cases,
erosion of trust due to inconsistent policies, misinformation, or inadequate response to the
crisis. It intersected with political and social movements, as economic and social inequalities
became more pronounced, sparking protests and demands for social justice. Furthermore,
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countries with the capacity to produce vaccines and distributing them globally, used them as a
tool for diplomacy. This altered the global power dynamics, with some countries taking
advantage of the crisis to increase their influence, while others struggled with internal
instability. In other words, the world in the post-COVID-19 era is more interconnected digitally
but more fragmented in other ways, as nations and individuals are still reeling from the
aftermath of the pandemic, constantly navigating the ongoing challenges of health, economy,
and social change.

However, one bright side to the worldwide pandemic and the subsequent lockdown was
the environmental impact. During this time, many places saw temporary improvements in air
quality, water quality, and reduced emissions. This pinpointed the adverse the impact of human
activity on the environment and spurred discussions about more sustainable living and working
practices. Many governments are now incorporating green energy and sustainability initiatives
into their recovery plans, investing in renewable energy and eco-friendly technologies.

23




Jajmani system and changes at Eklakhi Village, Purba Bardhaman: A
Case Study

Banashree Mondal

HOD, Department of Sociology
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya

A village is more than just a cluster of Homes; it’s a tapestry of tradition, community
and simplicity woven together against the backdrop of nature. In village, time seems to slow
down, allowing residents to savor life’s simple pleasures and cultivate meaningful connections
with one another. Life in a village is defined by its rich cultural heritage, traditional practices,
and a profound connection with nature. Whatever it’s the cheerful chatter of neighbours, the
vibrant colour of local festivals, or the timeless rhythms of agricultural life, a village
encapsulates the essence of rustic charms and embodies the heart of community living.

The jajmani system, prevalent in rural India, played a significant role in sustaining
traditional agrarian communities. This system was based on reciprocal relationships between
different caste groups, where each caste performed specific economic functions for others in
exchanges for goods, services or payments.

Jajmani system was important in traditional Rural Indian Society for several reason:

Economic Interdependence

Social Cohesion.

Preservation of traditional occupations.
Reduction of Conflicts

Social status and identity

Mutual Assistance.

S i e

1. Economic Interdependence:
It ensured the smooth functioning of rural economy by establishing interdependence
among different caste groups.

2. Social Cohesion:
The systems promoted social cohesion and harmony within the village community by
regulating relationships between different caste groups mainly maintain cooperation
and mutual support.

3. Preservation of traditional occupations:
The system helped preserve & sustain traditional occupations associated with various
castes. Examples are Bramhin to low caste like Napit, Kumor, Muchi, Kamar, Banik
etc.

4. Social status & identity:
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Participation n the jajmani system conferred social status & identity within the
community. Each caste had a defined role and position.

Review of Literature:

The jajmani system is a hierarchical social structure grounded on Hinduism, intended to offer
financial stability to the lower classes and services to the top ones. Jajmani system is the process
of exchange goods and services between different castes. It is the jatibased division of labour
where lower castes performs various functions for upper castes. It consists of a set of traditional
rules about exchange of product and services. Each caste has specific commitment towards
others. In fact a jajmani system is a system of economic, social and ritual types among different
caste groups in rural India. Jajman are two terms, they are ‘jajman’ (patron) and ‘kamin’
(client). The term jajman comes from the Sanskrit ward ‘Yajaman’. In each village, the land
held by one caste the caste is called dominant caste who enjoying economic power. It could be
said that, jajmani system is a system of distribution where land owing families of high castes

are provided service and product by various lower castes such as carpenters (PINI]) , barbers

(WTF A9), potters (PCNNY), washer man (CTAT). Under jajmani system, the primary function
of the Brahmin caste is to perform in various rituals and ceremonial rituals. The potters make
certain pots for domestic use. The washer man washes cloths, Lohars makes agricultural
equipments, everyone in the village works for certain family or group of families, with whom
they are linked herediticaly.

The first details study of jajmni tradition in India in a village of Uttar Pradesh made by William.
H. Wiser in his book “The Hindu Jajamni System” 1936, where he described in detail how
different caste groups interact with each other in the production and exchange of goods and
services. Pauline Kolenda (1963) in her article towards a model of the Hindu Jajmani system
attempted co-operative studies of the jajmani system on the basis of field studies. Gould says
that the castes system have occupational specialization and standard of different ritual of purity.
A particularistic set of relationship is established between families of different occupational
status. According to Luis Doumnt and Pocock the key stone of any jajmani system is to
dominant the lower castes by the upper castes in the village. The jajman was a land owner are
cultivator, all other caste were in economic dependency. Thus even the community that was
kept the top of the caste hierarchy was the servant jajmans.

Methodology:

The whole study have used in depth study and focus group discussion as part a mixed method
strategy. Here this method have chosen in depth interviews are best when I am interested
individual experience, participants and feelings. In focus group design, social interaction sweet
maker can also tell us economic profit, gold maker can also share with researcher.

Study Area

Location and Demographic Position of the Village Eklakhi

The village named Eklakhi are situated under the State of West Bengal, District — Purba
Bardhaman, P.S.- Madhabdihi and under Uchalan Gram Panchayet. Total area of the village is
4 Square Kilometer and Latitude is 23.01942 and Longitude is 87.77967. As per 2024 Electoral
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Roll the total voter of this village is 1978, under which male voter is 989 and female voter is
989. Except this, in this village there is approximate 2200-2300 minor. One river named
Darakeswar has flowed around the village. In this village people of different religions, castes
and cultures are live there, of which general cast is 30%, Scheduled Caste is 40%, OBC is 20%
and Scheduled Tribe is 10%.
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In the village of Eklakhi, there are all categories people who engaged jajmani system. But
here researcher have choosen below this kind of caste people.

Brahmin (¥Jd |5\9)
Barber (WTf?’i@

Goldsmith (FNFIR)
Dairyman (CTT)
Confectioner (NI

Karmakar (PINI)
Fisherman ((&(eT)

Potter Community (RLNIL)
Carpenter (ROOIF)

Brahmin (YAX©) :

In jajmani system Brahmin were at the top of the system, receiving offering and services
from other castes. The research that was done on the village of Eklakhi, where the participants
name is Asish Banerjee, aged about 56 years and his educational qualification is Graduate. He
is a priest from generation to generation. In his family for the next generation no one willing
to act like priest because of the people of next generation in his family is engaged in various
businesses and some of them work in various national and multinational company and willing
to go abroad. However, housewives are closely related to this jajmani system. According to
him in any marriage ceremony, any puja, rice ceremony, etc, in every function of village

A A R U I S e
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Brahmin are must required and they are closely related to everyone. In earlier days, marriages
were done within the same caste. But due to increase in personal preferences, marriages are
also taking place in other caste. Their monthly income is Rs. 15,000/- to 20,000/-. To learn this
profession, it is very important to have knowledge about Sanskrit Language and clear utterance.
There is no political interference because of the strong bounding in their community. At present
day the State Government provide ‘Brahman Allowance’ by a sum of Rs. 1,000/- for the poor
Brahmin, but it is unfortunate that to get this benefit one has to join or to support politics. Last
10 years it is seen that the the Brahmin community maintain the jajmani system nicely through
give & take policy.

Barber (QTFW) :

Another most important role in jajmani system is Barber caste. Here the participant’s
name is Dinabandhu Das, aged about 45 years. He is working as Barber from generation to
generation. The next generations of his family also engaged in this occupation including his
wife. Every people in rural area are ignorant about Barber’s work as such in every occasion
like marriage ceremony, any puja, rice ceremony, etc the people should have to depend on
them. They are working not only in rural area but also in urban area. The participant i.e.
Dinabandhu Das has also a Saloon in the town at Burdwan and he travel daily from the village
Eklakhi to the town Burdwan by bus, distance near about in total 35 Km + 35Km = 70 Km.
There is no political interference because of their have own group in their community. Here
another most important fact is that in rural area some people still have saloon in their own
house. In that village all the people practice a famous ritual in the Bengali calendar month i.e.
in the month of Chaitra is that the worship of Lord Shiva. In this ritual all the people of the
village eklakhi participate for the whole month and a special dish prepared by the Brahmin in
front of the Shiva Temple and the people belonging in the cast of Barber engaged to serve it to
the villagers. Mobile and internet have important role in this occupation to pay money and to
update in new fashion. At rural area jajmani system still exist in the barber community

27




Goldsmith (FNITA) :

Name of the participant is Shyamal Kumar De aged about 53 years and his educational
qualification he is Graduate and belonging in the caste of OBC-B. He is working as Goldsmith
from generation to generation. In his family for the next generation no one willing to act like
Goldsmith because the people of next generation in his family engaged in various businesses
and some of them are working in multinational national companies and willing to go abroad.
In previous time under the jajmnai system there was a transaction in between dairyman, potter
community, farmer, weaver by way of giving milk, potter articles, vegetables, garments to the
goldsmith in return of gold ornaments. But changing of time, nowadays those transaction
converted into monetary transaction i.e. all people go to the goldsmith to purchase gold
ornament. On another hand the goldsmith lend money to the other castes with high interest in
lieu of depositing gold. Women are not related to the profession of goldsmith. Inter-caste
marriage was too active in the goldsmith community, but in present time the member of the
goldsmith family marries with the member of other caste. The member of the goldsmith
community engaged with the member of the other castes reason of on one hand the religious
pressure is loosen and on the other hand the modernization of society. The goldsmiths are well
connected about the modern technology like android phone and internet system for work
convenience and payment method. The goldsmith have specific group of community viz.
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“West Bengal Goldsmith Association”. Through this association they can raise their problem
before the association. This caste is in a struggle to retain the jajmani tradition but on the other
hand this is the fact that the people of another caste entering in that profession to act as
Goldsmith. The goldsmith community searching another source of income by closing the shop
because the price of gold is increasing day by day.

Dairyman (CHTHT) :

The people belonging in the caste of Dairyman properly maintain the jajmani system.
Chanchal Mondal is in the age of 33 years a dairyman told how they continue their profession
in the society. They collect cow/buffalo milk from house to house as well as from small cattle
house in exchange for money and after assembling they prepare curdle which is the only raw
material for production of sweets. In jajmani system the dairyman would provide services by
giving milk to the goldsmith and in return they would have receive gold ornament, giving milk
to the farmer and in return they would have receive rice and vegetable. This system has evolved
over time and might not be as prevalent today, the jajmani relationship may still exist in
modified forms by way of the dairyman gives milk and curdle to the other caste and in return
they receive money from them. According to him they are the only communities who prepare
curdle. They have own community, which is caste based. They are not dependent only upon
this profession because of they have huge property like cultivated land, pond etc. as such they
are economically strong. The dairyman resides surrounding the village eklakhi and they
cultivate gobindobhog paddy in a large quantity that’s why big rice balls can be seen in their
house. Mobile and internet facilities is more important in this profession to receive/pay money
and to take order. According to participant “this occupation will continue until the next
generation go outside to work, once they go outside to work no one wants to return to this
occupation”.

Confectioner (N4T) :

Name of the participant is Rajkumar Rakshit, he is in the age of 53 years. He is
continuing his profession as Confectioner from generation to generation. Even he established
own sweet shop at Eklakhi market. His monthly income from his sweet shop around 30,000/-
to 40,000/-. At earlier time he did not wanted to disclose his monthly income because of his
some personal problem. He has two girl child, they also help him to make sweet. For getting
order, to prepare fashionable sweets, to receive money android mobile with internet is too
essential for this profession. In this profession here have a place to hide professional
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knowledge. According to him jajmani system continued in this profession in different style,
but totally not removed. People of other caste also joined in this occupation as confectioner.

Shot on OnePlus
Sidhe | 2024.05.19 10:37

Blacksmith (CTIRTS/BINIL) :

In the village Eklakhi there is small number of Blacksmith family resides having 42
members out of which only 23 members have voting rights and rest 19 members are under the
stage of eighteen. They are here from generation to generation. Most of the member of this
family has passed Madhyamik and Higher Secondary and few of them obtained ITI degree and
worked at Engineering based Company. Main source of income of these families to
manufacture and sell iron products like sickle, cutlass, hammer, crowbar, garden tools, utensile
etc. on the other hand they have small number of cultivated land from which they arranged the
rice and vegetables for their daily need. The participant’s name is Sashti Kumar Dey, he is in
this profession from generation to generation. According to him he took knowledge from his
grandfather and father. The main raw materials for this profession are iron and they purchase
it from town. The female member of their family partly connected in this profession i.e. in
absence of labour the female member of their family helped them in place of labour. According
to him it takes a lot of time and to do a lot of physical work for manufacturing iron products.
They earn approx 8,000/- to 10,000/- per month from this profession. They have no such
specific organization and they are not connected with the politics. The new generation of their
family is not interested to engage in this profession because there have uncertainty of income.
For their profession there have no such Government facilities. They arrange loan from Self-
Help-Group. In jajmani system the Blacksmith caste would provide services by way of making
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and giving iron products for household and cultivation purpose and implements for other
castes, and in return, they would receive goods or services from other castes. This system has
evolved over time and might not be as prevalent today, especially in urban areas, but in some
rural communities, elements of jajmani relationship may still exist in modified forms.

Fisherman (CG{CeT) :

In the village Eklakhi there resides small number of Fisherman family. They are here
from generation to generation. Most of the member of this caste has never crossed the threshold
of school, but it is the rare case that there have member who obtained Graduation degree and
work as a school teacher. They are struggling in this profession. They band together and catch
fish with net in pond, lake and other large water tank in large quantity in exchange of money
and in the end in a small quantity of fish is also taken by them. According to him it is very
difficult to catch fish during the cold winter night. The fisherman along with their family
member catches fish from cannel, river, and water passage and thereafter goes to the market to
sell it, on the other hand they worked as day labour. The participant name is Dilip Mal, aged
about 54 years. He is in this profession as fisherman from generation to generation. No female
persons are involved in this occupation. For them no such Government scheme at all. The
fisherman community has no such organization but they work in a group with the member of
not less than 6. The members of new generation are not interested to engage in this profession,
in lieu of they are engaged in different profession, but few of them are associated in this
profession. In present scenario people of other caste entered in this profession due to work
deficiency. In relation to marriage, in the earlier days marriage happened in between the same
caste but nowadays this caste getting marriage to another caste. The jajmani system changed
but not abolished. The dependency relation still alive to our society.

Potter Community ($TNIF) :

In the context of potters, they were often part of this system, providing pottery and other
clay based products to the community in exchange for goods, agriculture commodity or other
essential items provided by other castes. The system had both economic and social dimensions,
shaping relationships and interdependence with the other community.

Ajay Kumar Pal, aged about 51 years having educational qualification of 8" standard.
His only profession is pottery i.e. to make terracotta. He is continuing this profession as pottery
from generation to generation. But next generation has other side income from contractual job,
because he told that “the next generation cannot survive by choosing only this pottery
profession”. Nowadays nobody come to buy the daily pottery accessories. The source of raw
materials to make clay accessories is clay from Darakeswar River and these clay accessories
are sold by the pottery in the eklakhi hut which sit for only two days in a week. Only the general
people buy something from pottery community which uses at pooja or marriage rituals or
garden accessories. Nowadays only one ritual i.e. marriage ceremony continuing in jajmani
system by way of giving new sari and rice in exchange of things made from clay. Here have
no political influences but they have strong community. The female family member helps to
make clay pots.
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Carpenter Community (RUOI]) :

In the village Eklakhi there is small number of Carpenter family resides having 45
members, out of which, only 19 members have voting rights and rest 26 members are under
the stage of eighteen. Most of the member of this caste has never crossed the threshold of
school, but it is the rare case that there have member who completed Higher Secondary. Main
source of income of these families to manufacture and sell wooden products, on the other hand
they have small number of cultivated land from which they arranged the rice. The participant
Kartick Kandu, aged about 49 years, is in this profession from generation to generation. His
son also continuing this profession along with him. His son after completion his school joined
with his as wood maker. According to the participant he learned from his father. The main raw
materials for this profession wood and they purchase it from town. The female member of their
family is not connected in this profession. According to him it takes a lot of time and to do a
lot of physical work for manufacturing wooden products. In a word the final product shows a
perfect handwork. They earn approx 12,000/- to 18,000/- per month from this profession. They
have no such specific organization and they are not connected with the politics.

In the context of carpenter community, it would involve the exchange of goods and
services between carpenter and other castes, such as farmers, in mutually beneficial
arrangements. For example, carpenters might provide furniture or wooden implements in
exchange for food grains or other agricultural produce from farming community. This system
has been a significant socio-economic structure in rural India, although its prominence has
decreased in modern times due to urbanization and economic changes. But changing of time,
nowadays that exchange of goods and services converted into monetary transaction i.e.
carpenter after production of wooden product they sell it in the market or they make wooden
product when they got order.
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CONCLUSION:

According to jajmani system there is exchange of goods and services between
landowing higher caste and landless service castes, it serves to maintain the Indian village as a
self-sufficient unit. But over time with moderation and social changes the jajmani system has
not totally declined in rural area, but it influences on rural Indian society which is still visible
in certain areas and some certain castes. On the basis of this research only three castes are
maintaining the relationship between client and patron. The main three important castes are
Brahmin, Barber and Dairyman, except these slightly did the Confectioner and Potter.

Only some few castes people told their dependency on the jajmani system, but most of
the people from Brahmin, Barber, Kumor are economically poor. Besides these three caste’s
people are said that ‘the boys of our family would not become married if they perform only
this job, so they must have to try some other job’. It is seen that the joint family is breaking up
and the single family enjoying independency by their own decision, this is a bad impact of
Jajmani System.

At the time when the society was dependent on self-sufficient village the goods and
services was exchanged in batler system. But at present time in jajmani practice goods are
exchanged in return of money not in return of services. Due to industrial civilization and
migration, as well as shortage of cultivated land the slavery and obidiency in jajmani practices
might not be prevalent today. At present time transaction of goods and services in jajmani
system converted into monetary transaction.
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Villain
Tiasha Bag

Department of English
Semeter-6

"What a shame!" the villain did exclaim,
"A heinous act, beyond all shame!"
A crime scene unfolded on the screen,

A tale of wickedness, a heart unseen.

The villain's eyes, with scorn did gleam,
"A person capable of such a deed, a fiend, it would seem!"
He judged with scorn, with righteous disdain,

The criminal's act, a stain that would remain.

Tears of rage upon his eyes do gleam,
A window to the anguish that he cannot beam,
His heart, a vessel of pain and sorrow deep,
The villain's gaze, a reflection of the turmoil he does keep.
In shadows cast, a figure's found,
A villain, with a heart, profound.
For none are born, with evil's might,

But circumstances shape, the darkest night.

The villain's heart, beats like our own,

With love, with loss,...
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Scared

Tanushree Karmakar

Department of English
Semeter-6

I gaze into the mirror,
and I'm scared by the horror I see.
I was beautiful, so what's wrong?
then I listen my favourite song,
take a rest, and look again.
drinking a cup of tea,
I gaze deeply at myself.
anyone calls out to me, help!
I sweat and am afraid.
then I realize, I’'m safe in my bed.
But why do I see this dream?
I go to the park and buy ice cream.
Again, | hear 'Help! Help!'
I strongly grasp the ice cream and myself,
Scared, scared, scared, I'm nervous.
Is it my infatuation or a curse?
Now I'm running, sweating, and afraid.
Again, [ realize I'm safe in bed.
I wake up to the sound of a cockatoo's call.
It was spring, and I start to walk in the hall."
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